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any heirs or other interested parties, the same may be proved in any
court of law by producing the marriage registers or certificates, if it
should be customary to keep such registers in such country, or to grant
certificates thereof, or by producing duly authenticated copies thereof, or
by witnesses, or any other means of proof admissible by law in all
other ordinary cases.
Presumably, such marriages may, therefore, well be even polygam-
ous; they may be performed according to any rites. Why should
not the same recognition be vouchsafed to Indian marriages?
Moreover, Mr. Fischer has evidently not studied Mr. Justice
Gardiner's recent judgment. According to that judgment, an
Indian wife, unless her marriage is registered, is not exempt from
liability to give evidence against her husband. Here, at least, there
was not even a suspicion of the question of polygamy arising- But
the fact is that Mr. Fischer does not scruple as to how he mis-
leads the House when he has to deal with an awkward situation.
So it may be that the Immigration Bill now in Committee may
come out of it satisfying all our demands but the one about
marriage. Mr. Fischer proposes to deal with the marriage diffi-
culty administratively. In the words of The Natal Mercury parlia-
mentary correspondent, "the objection to the administrative solu-
tion is, of course, that it reduces the title of the domiciled Indian
to import a wife from a right to a favour—one, moreover, which
is dependent on the discretion or caprice of an official". We
warn Mr, Fischer that, even if this question is the only one left unsolv-
ed, revival of passive resistance is a certainty.
Indian Opinion, 24-5-1913
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3.   EARTH CURES
We have learnt something about water treatments. In some
cases, earth cures, have shown even more spectacular results. Our
bodies are made up largely of earth; it is, therefore, not surpris-
ing that earth should have an effect on us. All people regard earth
as something sacred. The ground is coated with mud to destroy
odours, earth is sprinkled over refuse, dirty hands are cleansed
with earth, the private parts can also be wiped clean with earth.
Yogis coat their bodies with mud. The original inhabitants of this
country [Africa] apply mud to boils. We filter water through
sand or earth in order to purify it. Finally, dead bodies buried in
earth will not pollute the air. Such, we observe, is the undoubted

